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Wilcoxon signed-rank test signification: *p < 0.01 between A and B; **p = 0.02 between B and C; *** < 0.02 between C and D; no difference between B and D. 188 Heslan/Branellec/Laurent/ Lagrue 10 t similar level in every case of nephrotic syndrome. This T cell release abnormality in nephrotic syndrome patients may be related to the T cell disorder recently suggested [6] [7] [8] . It may also be associated with a T cell cooperation defect as demonstrated by the decrease in IgG production in vitro [4] . In summary, we conclude that VPF is of T cell origin. according to Ovary's method and we expressed the results as the average Evans' blue spot diameter in at least 2 animals; the positive threshold was previously defined at 6 mm. The nonparametric Wilcoxon signed rank test was used for statistical analysis. VPF production in cultures A and B was significantly different (p < O.01) with 9 out of 10 values higher in culture B than in culture A ( fig. 1) . Moreover, the comparison between cultures B and C also showed a significant difference (p = 0.02). Only 1 out of 10 samples was above 6 min in culture C. Therefore, culture D yielded higher values and was significantly different from culture C for the VPF production (p < 0.02). Lastly the data in culture D were similar to those of culture B. Our results demonstrate the predominant role of T lymphocytes in VPF production: in culture D with 90% of T lymphocytes we have the same higher VPF production that we obtained with glass-wool-filtered lymphocytes (culture B). On the other hand when less than 20% of T lymphocytes remains in culture C, we observe a significantly lower VPF production than in culture B; thus the removal of 70% of T lymphocytes decreases the VPF production by about 66%. T lymphocytes are then required to produce a significant amount of VPF. Moreover, B lymphocytes and monocytes are not directly involved in VPF production, since VPF activity is low, in spite of their high concentration in culture C. It remains difficult to determine whether the Con-A-stimulated T lymphocytes directly produce VPF or release an interleukine that can stimulate other cells to produce VPF.
